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Today’s issue of TD
Travel Daily today has eight 

pages of news and photos, 
including a front cover page for 
Tourism New Zealand plus full 
pages from: 

• One&Only Wolgan Valley
• AA Appointments jobs

Sales open on Arctic 2020  

Luxury Expeditions. 

Book now to save up to 30%! 

*All taxes included, 
terms and conditions apply

Beginning now.
up to35%

Make it a summer
to remember

THE CONFIDENCE OF PARTNERSHIP

007 803 321 8090

meliapro.com

DISCOVER 
VANCOUVER 

3 NIGHTS 
FROM

$1,169
PER PERSON/ 
TWIN SHARE

1300 794 959
WWW.CANADA-ALASKA.COM.AU

QF Japan waiver
QANTAS has issued a fare 

waiver for customers affected by 
Typhone Jebi for travel to/from 
Osaka Kansai airport.

The waiver is effective for 
passengers booked for travel 
between 06 and 10 Sep - see 
qantas.com/agents for details.

Stephenson Tempo
MICHAEL Stephenson has been 

appointed as head of sales at 
Tempo Holidays and Bentours.

Stephenson joins Cox & Kings 
from his former role as Victorian 
district sales manager for Royal 
Caribbean Cruises and other 
positions at APT and Qantas Hols.

Regulation to reap $18b
AUSTRALIA’S airlines have 

stepped up their call for tighter 
regulation of the country’s 
monopoly airports, saying 
more effective oversight would 
deliver more than $18 billion in 
economic benefits.

In its submission to the 
Productivity Commission’s inquiry 
into airport regulation (TD 22 
Jun), Airlines for Australia and 
New Zealand (A4ANZ) provides 
analysis from Frontier Economics 
which outlines the financial 
benefits that would flow from “fit 
for purpose” regulation.

They include tourism benefits 

of about $480 million and job 
creation equal to 7,000 positions.

Other benefits include a 
consumer surplus of $5.9 billion, 
travel time savings of $819 million 
& GDP benefits of $10.9 billion.

A4ANZ chairman Graeme 
Samuel said the current system 
failed to facilitate commercial 
negotiations between airports 
and customers.

“This should not come 
as a surprise to anyone, as 
monopolists will overcharge 
unless faced with a credible 
threat of regulation,” Samuel said.

Tourism NZ bonus
TOURISM New Zealand is 

offering travel consultants the 
chance to win $250 by testing 
their South Island knowledge.

Training and further information 
is available online covering five 
South Island road trips - for more 
info see the cover page.

71% of travellers  
want to meet the locals 
when they travel

We have 101 
Exclusive Be My 
Guest experiences 
included in our 
Europe & Britain 
holidays
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EARLYBEARS 
END

30 SEPTEMBER

CANADA
& ALASKA
TOURING & CRUISING

2019

17 Day Rockies
& Alaska Cruise

from
$5,345pp

last chance ski holidays
EARLY BIRD DEALS END 13 SEPT

MORE INFO AND SALES TOOLS >

TAKE
CONTROL
Adjust your own commission
with FlexiComm

Norwegian cuts SIN
LOW-COST carrier Norwegian 

Air Express is set to suspend 
its non-stop London-Singapore 
flights effective 12 Jan 2019.

The carrier has been flying the 
SIN route for less than a year, 
but will drop it in favour of a new 
London-Rio de Janeiro route.

BA India codeshare
BRITISH Airways has signed a 

codeshare agreement with Indian 
domestic carrier Vistara.

The pact will see the BA code 
placed on Vistara flights to 13 
Indian ports, connecting with BA’s 
flights to Mumbai, Delhi, Chennai, 
Hyderabad and Bangalore.

Hunt returns to Voyages
GRANT Hunt has been 

appointed as the new ceo of 
Voyages Indigenous Tourism 
Australia, marking his return to 
the firm he previously headed 
up for a decade from 1996.

While at Voyages Hotels 
and Resorts Hunt led the 
development of the iconic 
Longitude 131° and The Lost 
Camel Hotel, established the 
Mutitjulu Foundation which 
funds projects in communities 
around Uluru, and produced the 
travel industry’s first ever report 
on Corporate Social Responsibility.

He also expanded the business 
from a single resort at Uluru to a 
portfolio of 23 properties.

“My previous time at Voyages 
was both professionally and 
personally rewarding – the 
company and Ayers Rock Resort is 
in my blood,” said Hunt.  

“To return to find the 
destination prospering with 
innovative installations such 

as the Field of Light and with 
40% Indigenous employment is 
fantastic,” he said.

Following Voyages, Hunt 
developed his own nature-based 
tourism company, Anthology (TD 
18 Oct 2010), and chaired a range 
of boards such as The Australian 
Tourism Data Warehouse, Tourism 
Tasmania and Tourism NT. 

He also served as a Tourism 
Australia director and was part 
of the Uluru-Kata Tjuta National 
Park Board of Management.

THE BEST
OF MALAYSIA EXPLORE NOW
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EARN A $50 GIFT CARD
Everytime you add a Vancouver stopover  

to a Skimax Holidays booking.
*Minimum 2 nights. Book by 30 Sep 2018. T&Cs apply.

Reservations 02 9260 4300 
 flyasiana.com

WITH FREE STPC
Tax Included

LEARN MORE

BUSINESS SPECIAL

USA

$4,660FROM
EUROPE

FROM
$4,482

traveldirectors.com.au

WORLDWIDE
ESCORTED
TOURS

MORE INFO
1300 856 661

AFRICA | ASIA | CENTRAL ASIA
EUROPE | LATIN AMERICA

MIDDLE EAST | RAIL JOURNEYS

African Dawn
UGANDA, RWANDA & ETHIOPIA
27 DAYS DEPARTING 5 JAN 2019

AS IF Austria and Australia 
don’t suffer enough confusion 
already, police in a rural 
township in Upper Austria have 
been on the look-out for a wild 
kangaroo that has been raising 
eyebrows among locals.

The wayward marsupial has 
been spotted several times 
around Hellmonsodt in the 
country’s north, bringing into 
question the tourist t-shirts sold 
in Vienna which decare Austria 
to be kangaroo-free.

Agence France-Presse says the 
origins of the hopping interloper 
remain a mystery.

“We have called all the zoos 
and kangaroo breeders around 
us, but no one is missing a 
kangaroo. We hope the owner 
will come forward,” it quotes a 
local police spokesman.

Window
Seat

SYD signs Bvlgari
SYDNEY Airport today 

announced a new Bvlgari store 
for its T1 international luxury 
precinct, with the Italian jeweller 
to showcase its collections 
to travellers alongside other 
upmarket brands including Rolex, 
Tiffany, Hermes, Gucci, Burberry, 
Coach, Hugo BOSS, Max Mara, 
TUMI and more.

The new Bvlgari boutique at SYD 
will be the company’s seventh 
Australian outlet and its only 
airport location in the country.

BNE set for takeoff
THE construction of Brisbane 

Airport’s new runway has 
reached a new milestone with the 
completion of the first portions 
of the critical link taxiways that 
will connect it with the existing 
system and terminals. 

“Brisbane’s new runway has 
been on Master Plan documents 
since the 1970s, so to be here 
where we can physically stand on 
taxiways and see the foundations 
of the runway being laid is a huge 
achievement for the thousands of 
people who have been involved 
with this project since its very 
early days,” said Brisbane Airport 
Corporate ceo Gert-Jan de Graaff.

“The focus now is on the 
physical runway and broader 
taxiway systems which are 
starting to take shape with the 
initial base layers of crushed rock 
already being placed, working 
from the centre out.”

The expansion is due for 
completion in mid 2020.

P&O drought offer
P&O Cruises has set aside 85 

cabins on two upcoming four-
night cruises for farmers and their 
families who have suffered in the 
drought affecting NSW and Qld.

Rural Aid is working with P&O to 
nominate farmers in both states 
to sail on Pacific Explorer and 
Pacific Dawn from Sydney and 
Brisbane on 04 and 10 Dec. 

The move complements 
Rural Aid’s current Buy-A-Bale 
campaign to provide additional 
feed for livestock.

TNZ strikes new Ctrip deal
TOURISM New Zealand will 

pursue the tailor-made market in 
China through a new deal signed 
with Ctrip Customised Travel.

The pair have signed a 
memorandum of understanding 
to support the growth of tailor-
made travel, including the launch 
of a new Ctrip “New Zealand 
Specialist and Customised Travel” 
training program.

Ctrip says its queries for 
customised tours increased by 
120% in the first half of 2018, 
while queries relating specifically 
to New Zealand customised tours 
increased by 150%.

“Tailor-made or customised 
travel is a growing trend in China 
due to an increasing demand for 
in-depth travel by consumers who 
don’t have the time to plan their 
own itinerary but are willing to 
pay for a quality experience,” says 
Gregg Wafelbakker, Tourism New 
Zealand general manager - Asia.

“Tailor-made travel gives 

Chinese independent travellers 
the structure of an organised tour 
with the freedom to experience 
more of what New Zealand has 
to offer.”

Tourism NZ says tailor-made 
travel has been a significant 
shift from the large group tours 
traditionally seen from China.

Tour groups now make up just 
35% of Chinese visitors, down 
from 39% in 2017. Free and 
Independent Travellers (FIT) now 
make up 39% of Chinese visitors, 
up from 32% in 2017.

Ctrip Customised Travel ceo 
Xu Zhiyun said the partnership 
with Tourism New Zealand would 
help to highlight the range of 
attractions and regions New 
Zealand had to offer. 

“We will work with Tourism New 
Zealand to empower consultants 
through training and resources 
from official channel, presenting 
New Zealand’s diverse resources 
through different routes,” she said.
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SALE ENDS - 26 Sep

7 Night Packages from $1,129pp*

BOOK NOW

NORFOLK ISLAND 

PATA speakers
THE Pacific Asia Travel 

Association (PATA) has confirmed 
the line up of speakers for the 
second Pacific Tourism Insights 
Conference to be held in Apia, 
Samoa on 03 Oct.

Presenters include South 
Pacific Tourism Organisation ceo 
Chris Cocker, Griffith Institute 
for Tourism director Dr Susanne 
Becken, & PATA chief executive 
officer Dr Mario Hardy.

The theme of the conference 
will be analysing data and 
handling tech disruption.

Mandarin for Phuket
MANDARIN Oriental Hotel 

Group will manage a new luxury 
resort on Phuket Island in 
Thailand, set to open in 2022.

The hotel’s 105 rooms include  
37 pool villas, all with panoramic 
views of the Andaman sea.

The property will also feature 
three restaurants and bars, and a 
range of function spaces.

Club Med blue sky for FCTG

THIS group of Flight Centre 
First and Business Class Travel 
consultants were recently 
treated to a visit to Club Med La 
Plantation d’Albion in Mauritius.

The five trident property offers 
a “vibrant immersion into the 
Mauritian art of living” with 
a host of activities, attentive 
service, refined accommodation 
and plenty of places to enjoy the 
natural environment.

Pictured making the most of 

the serenity are: Zoe Gentle, 
Club Med; Aysha Kamadeline, 
Air Mauritius; Anna Peers, 
Flight Centre Koala House 
Brisbane; Richard Johnson, Flight 
Centre World Square Sydney; 
Amanda Coppola, Flight Centre 
Barangaroo, Sydney; Jamie Secco, 
Flight Centre First and Business, 
Melbourne; Marc Poulos, Flight 
Centre Business Travel bdm Qld; 
and David McLean, Flight Centre 
Support, Melbourne.

QR adds Da Nang
QATAR Airways has confirmed 

the addition of flights from Doha 
to Da Nang in Vietnam, with 787 
services to debut on 19 Dec 2018.

Da Nang will be QR’s third 
destination in Vietnam alongside 
Hanoi and Ho Chi Minh City, with 
the route to initially operate four 
times per week.

QR has also become IATA’s 
global launch partner for “Ramp 
VR”, a new virtual-reality tool for 
ground operations training which 
simulates real airside conditions 
to enhance turnaround safety.

MCEC sales chief
MELBOURNE Convention and 

Exhibition Centre (MCEC) has 
announced the appointment of 
Darren Waite as director of sales.

Waite joins MCEC from 
AccorHotels where he was 
regional DOSM for Vic, Tas and 
SA, with other former positions 
including roles at CWT Solutions 
Group, IHG and Accenture.

FIND OUT MORE

http://bpgclick.com/td?c=208&utm_source=traveldaily&utm_medium=newsletter&utm_campaign=TD100918&u=mailto:info@traveldaily.com.au
http://bpgclick.com/td?c=62&utm_source=traveldaily&utm_medium=newsletter&utm_campaign=TD100918&u=http://www.traveldaily.com.au/
http://bpgclick.com/td?c=133&utm_source=traveldaily&utm_medium=newsletter&utm_campaign=TD100918&u=http://www.engage.exciteholidays.com/santamonica
http://bpgclick.com/td?c=170&utm_source=traveldaily&utm_medium=newsletter&utm_campaign=TD100918&u=http://www.omnicheholidays.com/packages/destination/norfolk-island
http://bpgclick.com/td?c=127&utm_source=traveldaily&utm_medium=newsletter&utm_campaign=TD100918&u=https://engage.exciteholidays.com/santamonica/


Travel Daily        e info@traveldaily.com.au t 1300 799 220 w www.traveldaily.com.au page 5

Belize emergency
THE Department of Foreign 

Affairs and Trade has updated its 
Smartraveller advice for Belize, 
after the government there 
declared a state of emergency in 
parts of Belize City as a result of a 
significant increase in violence.

The overall level of the Belize 
advisory remains at “exercise a 
high degree of caution”.

Monday 10th September 2018
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SOUTH PACIFIC GETAWAY
9 NIGHTS | 20 OCT 2018
Celebrity Solstice®
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Qld funding boost
QUEENSLAND will channel 

$799,000 towards developing 
tourism through events, with the 
latest round of funding under 
the state’s Destination Events 
Program to boost 20 projects.

Provided by the state 
government through Tourism 
and Events Queesland, the 
injection will go to events being 
held between Dec 2018 and Jan 
2020 including music, arts & film 
festivals and sports fixtures. New chief for STB 

THE Singapore Tourism Board 
has confirmed the appointment 
of Keith Tan Kean Loong as its 
new chief executive.

Loong takes the role vacated 
in Jun by Lionel Yeo after he 
completed his six-year term.

In the meantime STB ceo 
Melissa Ow has been acting in the 
role, but will now report to Loong 
who joins STB from Singapore’s 
Ministry of Defence where he 
worked closely with key regional 
strategic partners incl Australia.

Sabre airline role
SABRE Corporation has named 

Cem Tanyel as president of its 
Airline Solutions division.

Tanyel, described as a “seasoned 
technology leader”, takes up his 
new role today, and will report to 
Sabre Travel Solutions president 
Dave Shirk, whose remit now also 
includes Travel Network, Beyond 
NDC and data and analytics 
solutions across the business.

 MOBILE Travel Agents (MTA) 
ceo Don Beattie and several of 
the company’s management 
celebrated a group of MTA’s high 
achievers from Western Australia. 

 The group was treated to 
an epicurean dinner at Perth’s  
Balthazar restaurant last week. 

 The event was also a chance  
for members to meet with Clare 
Kearns and Georgia Traill, the two 
business development managers, 
responsible for MTA’s Western 
Australian activity.

Pictured are Debbie Andrews; 
Val Burman; Maria Lombardi; 
Kirsty Tate, MTA training 
manager; Deb Johnston; Clare 
Kearns, MTA bdm; Emma 

Poultney; Megan Walsh; Prem 
Halama, MTA ticketing support; 
Don Beattie, MTA ceo; Jodie 
Everett; Carine Griffiths; and 
Georgia Traill, MTA bdm.

All Suites expands
THE All Suites brands by Hilton 

has continued its growth into 
Q2, opening 34 new hotels and 
bringing the total number of 
properties to nearly 1,000.

All Suites has also signed 35 
hotel deals in the second quarter.

New locations include Embassy 
Suites by Hilton Montreal Airport 
and Home2 Suites by Hilton 
Williamsville Buffalo Airport.

MTA celebrates achievers
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EY reducing DUS
ETIHAD Airways is set to 

cut capacity on its Abu Dhabi-
Dusseldorf route, with GDS 
screens indicating the current 
double daily operation reduced to 
seven per week by May 2019.

Cards hit in BA hacking
HACKERS have stolen the 

credit card details and personal 
information of about 380,000 
British Airways (BA) customers 
in a two-week breach of the 
carrier’s website and mobile app.

The airline has apologised and 
contacted affected customers, 
whose names, billing addresses, 
email addresses and credit card 
details have been placed at risk.

“There was a very sophisticated, 
malicious criminal attack on 
our website,” said BA ceo Alex 
Cruz on BBC radio, adding that it 
was the worst breach since the 
website’s launch 20 years ago.

“The first thing to say is that 
I am extremely sorry for what 
happened,” he said. 

“We will work with any 
customer affected and we 
will compensate any financial 
hardship suffered.”

The breach affected those 

who made bookings or changed 
their flights online or via the app 
between 21 Aug and 05 Sep.

However those who made 
transactions via PayPal did not 
have their card details stolen, BA 
said, and no passport details or 
phone numbers were affected.

The UK Government has said it 
is investigating the breach.

“We are aware of the reports 
and the National Cyber Security 
Centre and the National Crime 
Agency are working to better 
understand what has happened,” 
a spokesperson said.

Customers are advised to 
contact their card issuer if they 
believe they have been affected.

The airline has created an 
information page on its website 
with further details - CLICK HERE.

New Finnair ceo
FINNAIR has announced the 

appointment of Topi Manner as 
its new chief executive officer.

Manner, aged 44, is currently 
the head of personal banking at 
Nordea Bank, one of the region’s 
largest financial institutions.

He will take the new role in Jan, 
replacing Pekka Vauramo who 
announced his departure some 
months ago to take up a new 
position at Finnish industrial giant 
Metso Corporation.

During his time at AY Vauramo 
has presided over significant 
restructures including a strong 
focus on Asian long-haul traffic, 
providing a variety of connections 
for Australian passengers.

Vauramo was in Sydney earlier 
this year for the IATA annual 
general meeting (TD 05 Jun) and 
is also currently the chairman of 
the oneworld alliance.

Lombok closure
REPAIRS to hiking trails on the 

earthquake-hit Indonesian island 
of Lombok will take about 12 
months, with the 3,700m-high 
Mount Rinjani off limits.

The mountain is Indonesia’s 
second highest volcano and is 
popular with hikers.

Authorities said they were 
working on plans to develop 
alternative options for tourist 
visitors to the surrounding Rinjani 
National Park.

Carnival kids free
CARNIVAL Cruise Line today 

launched a “Kids Sail Free” 
promotion, allowing up to two 
children to sail at no extra cost 
with two adults.

Offers are available for booking 
from today until 27 Sep on 
selected Carnival Spirit and 
Carnival Legend sailings from 
28 Jan-03 Mar 2019 - for more 
details see carnival.com.au.

SOME of the Trafalgar team 
were up to their elbows in 
garbage last Sat morning, with a 
beach clean-up at the Hermitage 
Bay Foreshore in Vaucluse.

The team covered 2 kilometres 
of beach as part of Trafalgar’s 
annual conference to “ensure 
we’re sustaining and leaving a 
positive impact wherever we go”.

Participants included Trafalgar 
global ceo Gavin Tollman, 
pictured front row second from 
left with Alina Sithideth, national 
groups manager; Sally Sylvester, 

head of sales; Nikki Bruce, 
marketing manager; Matthew 
Cameron-Smith, md Australia; 
Emma Reddy, creative manager;  
and Andrea Massaro, sales 
manager NSW.

Trafalgar gets trashy

2019 EARLY BIRD SPECIALS
SAVE UP TO $1,800PP

®

WENDYWUTOURS.COM.AU/AGENTS

ASK US
ABOUT OUR

LATEST
INCENTIVE!
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BROCHURES
WELCOME to Brochures of the Week, Travel Daily’s Monday feature. 
If your firm is releasing a new brochure of which you’d like to make the 
industry aware, send a brief description summarising its features and 
itineraries, including a PDF of the front cover, and contact details to 
brochures@traveldaily.com.au.

Your chance to WIN  
AAdvantage Platinum  
status + 160,000 miles*

The first 25 Agents to issue 5 tickets*  
will receive a Polaroid Camera. 

Click here to learn more

*Terms & conditions apply

WENDY Wu Tours took part in 
last month’s City2Surf to raise 
funds for the company’s chosen 
charity - Cancer Council Australia.

The 15 “Wu Walkers” (pictured) 
from the Australian Wendy Wu 
headquarters raised a total of 
$7,341 for the charity.

“I am very proud of the team’s 
effort in both completing the 
course and their fantastic drive 
to raise as much money as they 
could for this important cause,” 
said group ceo Joe Karbo. 

“We are delighted to be able to 
contribute to this as a company”.

Hotel Indigo Adl
INTERCONTINENTAL Hotels 

Group (IHG) has announced the 
addition of Hotel Indigo Adelaide 
Markets to its portfolio, with the 
hotel slated for opening in 2020.

The 16-storey boutique hotel 
on Market Street will feature 137 
rooms, meeting spaces, gym and 
level four pool with sun deck. 

Abhijay Sandilya, IHG’s senior 
director of development – 
Australasia said the Adelaide 
Central Market was a “local 
destination that has developed 
its own distinct identity and 
culture, so we know that visitors 
will love a hotel that can capture 
that essence and deliver a unique 
experience”.

“Hotel Indigo will complement 
IHG’s existing Holiday Inn Express, 
InterContinental and soon-
to-open Crowne Plaza, giving 
travellers options to cater to 
every stay”, he added.

The deal is the sixth Australasian 
signing for the Hotel Indigo brand.

VA gives up straws
VIRGIN Australia (VA) is 

replacing plastic straws and 
stirrers with paper straws and 
bamboo stirrers across its inflight 
and lounge operations.

VA gm of group sustainability, 
Rob Wood said that although 
small, the changes would have 
a positive impact both in the air 
and on the ground.

Wu Walkers tackle City2Surf
Bentours Scandinavia Northern Europe & 
Expedition Cruising 2019/20
Bentours’ latest brochure for Scandinavia contains 
new multi-country tours that depart from London 
and Edinburgh and adventure through countries such 
as Poland and Germany that can be combined with 
popular Nordic countries such as Norway, Iceland and 
Finland. Also included are a variety of Hurtigruten 
Antarctica and Arctic expedition cruises.

Air Adventure Australia 2019
The 2019 air safari brochure from Air Adventure 
features a range of all-inclusive itineraries from one to 
14 days exploring the Aussie outback, Tasmania, Lord 
Howe Island, and remote regions of Africa. Australian 
itineraries include a 14-day adventure departing 
Melbourne and visiting Coober Pedy, Alice Springs, 
Broome, and the Kimberley that come with flights, 
meals, accommodation. 

APT Vietnam & Cambodia River Cruising 2019
APT’s 2019 latest list of river cruising packages 
include the popular 13-day Vietnam and Cambodia 
Highlights  journey, commencing in Siem Reap and 
exploring the country’s famous Angkor Wat temple 
complex before moving south into Vietnam and 
finishing in bustling Ho Chi Minh City. The 25-day 
Vietnam and Cambodia Grand Tour also returns, 
starting in Hanoi with an exploration of Vietnam’s 

north and then continuing on to cruise Ha Long Bay. 

Globus Asia & Africa 2019
Globus and Cosmos have expanded their range of 
itineraries for Asia and Africa in their 2019 brochure. 
Two new itineraries have been added to the Africa 
portfolio for next year, including a nine-day Best of 
South Africa tour from Cape Town to Johannesburg 
priced from $3,316 per person. Also new is the 11-day 
On Safari in Kenya & Tanzania adventure leading in at 
$5,276pp. The program also introduces a 13-day Spirit 

of China & the Yangtze River itinerary.

Oceania Cruises Europe 2019
Featuring more than 60 sailings across the 
Mediterranean, Northern Europe and the Baltic, 
the latest brochure from Oceania Cruises including 
overnight visits and extended stays in many ports of 
call allowing for in-depth exploration. Highlights of 
the 2019 edition include a 10-day Historical Wonders 
sailing from Rome to Venice, a 12-day Promenades & 
Palaces adventure disembarking in Barcelona, and a 

12-day Vikings & Monarchs journey visiting Oslo and Copenhagen. 
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Win a Mekong river 

cruise worth $11,000
This month, Travel Daily and Evergreen Cruises & Tours are 
giving travel agents the chance to win a river cruise for two in a 
balcony suite along the Mekong river.
The prize includes an eight-day Majestic Mekong river cruise 
along with return economy flights from Australia.
To win this great prize, correctly answer the most daily questions 
and have the most creative answer to the final question. Send all 
your entries to evergreen@traveldaily.com.au

Q5. What is an extra-relaxing feature in the Owner’s one-
bedroom Suite on board Emerald Harmony?
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Rex seals Mt Gambier deal

REGIONAL Express has 
announced a “breakthrough 
partnership” with the District 
Council of Grant, the owners of 
Mount Gambier Airport in SA.

The deal will see the introduction 
of a $129 Rex Community Fare on 
at least 25% of seats on flights to 
both Melbourne and Adelaide for 
30-day advance bookings, as well 
as on all remaining seats one day 
prior to departure.

In exchange the council will 
lower the Mount Gambier airport 
head tax by $2.20, which Rex is 
matching by further reducing all 

of its fares by $2.20.
The regional carrier has also 

committed to prioritising Mount 
Gambier for future additional 
services to Adelaide once pilot 
numbers are rebuilt.

“This milestone partnership 
agreement between Rex and 
the District Council of Grant is 
about risk sharing, co-investment 
and mutual trust and respect,” 
said Warrick Lodge, Rex gm of 
network strategy & sales.

He said the $129 Rex 
community fare would deliver 
improved fare affordability 
and passenger growth “which 
will engender significant socio-
economic benefit to the Mount 
Gambier region”.

The pact was sealed at the Rex 
Board dinner late last month by 
executive chairman Lim Kim Hai, 
with other participants pictured 
including Minister for Resources 
and Northern Australia, Matt 
Canavan; Tourism Tasmania ceo 
John Fitzgerald; District Council 
of Grant ceo David Singe; Rex 
deputy chairman John Sharp; 
Hans van Pelt, Tourism Tasmania 
director of aviation and access 
development; Mount Gambier 
mp Troy Bell; and Hannah Martin, 
senior tourism advisor to the 
Premier of Tasmania.

AA live television
AMERICAN Airlines is now 

offering free live television on 
100 domestic aircraft, as part of 
a rollout which will see its entire 
700-strong narrowbody fleet 
equipped with live TV and high 
speed internet during 2019.

Twelve channels are on offer 
including Disney Channel, NBC, 
CBS, ESPN, CNN, Bravo, TNT and 
Telmundo, with the programming 
streaming directly to customer 
laptops, tablets or smartphones.

The entertainment offering 
is available gate-to-gate, with 
the domestic deployment 
complementing live TV 
already available on all of AA’s 
international widebody flights.

AA also offers streaming of 
hundreds of movies and on-
demand TV shows, while further 
product enhancements under 
way will see the installation of 
power outlets throughout the 
cabin on two-class regional jets 
through until 2020.

SV Aust codeshare
SAUDI Arabian carrier Saudia 

has expanded its codeshare 
partnership with fellow Skyteam 
carrier Garuda Indonesia, with 
the SV code now on GA flights 
from Jakarta to MEL, SYD and PER.

Saudia recently appointed APG 
Australia as its new Australian 
general sales agent (TD 15 Aug).

Intrepid Sth America
INTREPID has launched a 

new range of South America 
experiences for 2019, with the 
aim of increasing visitor dispersal 
beyond the usual hot spots.

Trips include a trek to Peru’s 
“other lost city,” Choquequirao; 
a hike to the base camp of 
Aconcagua, the southern 
hemisphere’s highest mountain; 
and a four day Andes walk to the 
site of the cannibalistic plane 
crash made famous in the 1990s 
movie ‘Alive’ - more info at 
intrepidtravel.com/au.

Lufthansa adds rail
LUFTHANSA has announced 

the number of train stations its 
pax can access via its Express Rail 
offering will soon increase from 
eight to 20 under an expanded 
partnership with rail provider 
Deutsche Bahn.  

Gottingen, Kassel, Erfurt and 
Aachen will be added from this 
month, Freiburg and Ulm will 
follow in Dec, while the expansion 
of Essen, Bochum, Duisburg, 
Wuppertal, Oberhausen and 
Bonn should be completed by 
mid next year.

The direct rail service includes 
guaranteed connection.
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An exclusive Greater Blue Mountains retreat starts at $895 per person per evening twin-share. Where serene private  
villas, daily gourmet dining and wines, exciting nature activities and a little One&Only magic await.*

*Terms & conditions apply.

oneandonlywolganvalley.com 
+61 2 9199 1811

*OFFER IS SUBJECT TO AVAILABILITY. BOOK BY 20 SEPTEMBER 2018 FOR TRAVEL UNTIL 31 AUGUST 2019. MINIMUM TWO-NIGHT STAY, BLACK OUT DATES AND TERMS AND CONDITIONS APPLY.

S P E L L B I N D I N G  S P R I N G  E S C A P E 
Limited time only
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BE A TRAVEL SUPPLIER & GAIN WORK/LIFE BALANCE 
TRAVEL RECRUITMENT ACCOUNT MANAGER 

SYDNEY – TOP SALARY PKG + BONUSES 
Love being a part of the travel industry, but over consulting? 
This is an exciting opportunity to become a travel supplier to 
the TOP CLIENTS in the industry.  From cruise companies, to 
airlines, corporates and more, you will enjoy supplying your 

premium clients with their next talented employee whilst 
helping your colleagues find their PERFECT MATCH! 

As Australia’s largest travel recruiter, you will love being part 
of our fun AA team, earning a top salary. 

ATTENTION INBOUND MANAGERS 
OPERATIONS MANAGER 

SYDNEY – STRONG PACKAGE  
Our client is looking for an inspiring leader with experience 

preferably in the Inbound Travel Market., You will be 
responsible for the overall success of the team including 
development & delivery of strategy, leading the team & 

enhancing relationships & agreements to achieve sales & 
revenue goals. You will be rewarded with a great salary and 

career progression. 

 

PASSIONATE ABOUT PRODUCT 
PRODUCT MANAGER  

BRISBANE & GOLD COAST – PKG DOE 
Are you experienced in developing relationships & have 
strong negotiation skills? We are looking for experienced 

Product Managers to be responsible for the delivery of the 
product plan along with the negotiation of rates, contract 
management & ensuring all targets are achieved. Educate 

agents & build relationships with internal/external 
stakeholders. Strong analytical, negotiation & time 

management skills required.  
 

CHAMPAGNE TASTES? 
UPMARKET LEISURE TEAM LEADERS X 2   

MELBOURNE & BRISBANE– SALARY PKG $70K+  
Think Virtuoso, think first class, think premium bespoke 

itineraries! If you appreciate the finer things in life and want 
to plan itineraries for like-minded clients,  this is the role for 

you! Leading an established, customer focused team of elite 
travel consultants, your role will include leading and 

motivating the team,  being involved in local marketing and 
managing a portfolio of your own clients. Excellent salary + 

bonuses available.  Call us now.! 
 

 

 

AUSTRALIA’S ONLY DEDICATED EXECUTIVE RECRUITMENT TEAM 
executive@aaappointments.com.au  

NSW & ACT - 02 9231 2825       VIC, WA, SA & TAS - 03 9670 2577       QLD & NT - 07 3229 9600 
 

FOR ALL THE BEST EXECUTIVE VACANCIES VISIT OUR WEBSITE www.aaappointments.com.au 
 

 

*NEW**PROMOTE THIS FANTASTIC PRODUCT 
NSW/ACT BDM 

SALARY STRONG PACKAGE 
This premium product is on the lookout in nsw/act for a 
highly motivated, experienced sales manager to assist 

growing their amazing brand and presence in the region. 
You will have strong contacts in the travel trade, with sound 

negotiating skills, presenting skills and have a strong 
business acumen. This is a brand people know and love. 

Please call for a confidential chat. 
 

**NEW**LEAD THE TEAM 
RESERVATIONS MANAGER 
SYDNEY STRONG PACKAGE 

Turn the key and open the door to success when you join 
this travel company. Managing a team of reservations 

consultants you’ll know the secrets of driving and motivating 
staff members to reach their full potential and sales targets. 

Stepping into this rare management opportunity your 
previous leadership experience, wholesale travel knowledge 

& experience in setting targets will set you apart from the 
pack. Top $$ & bonuses on offer.   

 
 
 

 

 

     
  www.aaappointments.com.au 

 
 
 

GLOBAL ROLE 
CORPORATE ACCOUNT MANAGER  

SYDNEY- STRONG SALARY PACKAGE 
As a global Corporate Account Manager you will be 

responsible for the regional program with the objective of 
growing revenues, increasing revenues, increasing margins 

and retaining the business. To do this, you will have a 
thorough knowledge of corporate travel as well as the 

professional communication & negotiation skills to deal with 
people at all levels up to executives. Interviews to commence 

this week. 
 
 
 

ARE YOU BETTER THAN HESTON? 
HEAD CHEF FOR FUNKY HOTEL 

BRISBANE BASED – SALARY PACKAGE $82k+  
Inspired by Heston and Jamie? This gorgeous boutique hotel 
is looking for a DYNAMIC, CREATIVE HEAD CHEF to produce 

FRESH, MODERN menus that will knock the socks off their 
cool clientele. Managing a talented brigade you will be 

responsible for creating tasty menus for their deluxe bistro, 
as well as catering corporate functions and cocktails 

accompanying menu. Interested? Want to know more? 
Contact our executive team today.uchers. 

 

 

        

Want your career search handled confidentially?  Call the experts! 


